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The Pournal of Belles Bettres. 
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REVIEW OF NEW BOOKS. 


Sketches of Turkey. By an American. Second 
notice. 


We gave last week, some brief extracts from 
this interesting volume, and could fill our jour- 
nal for some time with sketches and anecdotes 
so agreeably scattered through its pages, did 
other demands on our space permit. The sub- 
ject of good water affords our author an oppor- 
tunity of drawing a comparison between Con- 
stantinople and New York, unfavourable to the 
latter. This Turkish city is amply supplied at 
an enormous expense with pure wholesome 
water, and had the comparison been further ex- 
tended to Philadelphia, it would not have been 
amiss; Constantinople has an abundance of 
fountains, while our own city, with greater 
means, is entirely deficient. 

Much curious information is afforded re- 
specting the state of learning ; there are said to 
be 1000 schools in Constantinople alone, with 
a population little exceeding Philadelphia. To 
every royal mosque, and to many chapels of the 
dervises, a library is attached, the largest of 
which is said to contain 6000 volumes. The 
present sultan encourages printing and the arts, 
and the Turks seem to be emerging from semi- 
barbarianism to civilisation. “ Works appear 
now almost daily from the presses of the capi- 
tal, which would do honour to any city of Eu- 
rope.” 

Each of the royal mosques has a college at- 
tached to it, and the number of students in 
each varies from three to five hundred, besides 
free schools in the vicinity, which are partly 
supported out of the funds of the mosque. 
Elementary schools may be found in every street 
of Stamboul. ‘The children of the nobility and 
wealthier classes are generally educated at 
home. The author was present when the first 
Turkish newspaper was struck off ; to this all 
officers of government were expected to sub- 
scribe, and governors and provinces were in- 

formed they must take such a number as the 
sultan pleased to designate. It is printed in 
French and Turkish, and supplied at $6 66 per 
annum ; the subscription had arrived to about 





10,000 ; it is supposed that this dissemination of 
» bb 


information will have a beneficial effect on the 
population, who seem prepared for the admis- 
sion of most of the concomitants of civilisation. 
The sultan sets an example of moderation in his 
mode of life, his establishment being far from 
that expensive and magnificent scale, which we 
are accustomed to attribute to oriental courts. 
An officer of his household assured our author, 
that the expenses of his table rarely exceed ten 
piastres, or about fifty cents per day, and his 
probable annual expenses amount to nearly the 
same as those of the President of the United 
States. 

After describing the grave yards, the author 
mentions a little circumstance which displays an 
amiable trait of character. On the upper part 
of each tombstone are two small cavities, usual- 
ly filled with water. The intention of this is to 
supply a drink to the thirsty birds, and indeed 
to invite them to take up a residence in the 
neighbourhood, and by their song to give addi- 
tional cheerfulness to the spot. The Arme- 
nians, Turks, and other orientals, have the same 
custom. 

The mode of building houses is rough in 
the extreme. The seams of the floors are 
frequently so wide, as to give rise to the stories 
related of children being lost through these cre- 
vices, no doubt a pleasant exaggeration, though 
an instance is given of a gentleman losing his 
umbrella through one of them, while ona visit 
to a Periot nobleman. When any person is 
seized with the plague, he is immediately aban- 
doned to his fate. No medical man will dare 
approach him, on pain of being himself ruined; 
all rational method of cure is neglected as use- 
less, and the aid of medicine is given up in 
despair. ‘That sympathy which our common 





which our enterprising merchants will not fail 
to remember. The business of the mint is 
conducted by an American, who has acquired 
the confidence of the government. His prede- 
cessor, by his immense private expenditures, was 
supposed to derive improper revenues from his 
office ; he was sent for one morninz, and his 
head taken off without asking him a single ques- 
tion. The sultan’s physician was treated almost 
as unceremoniously. Being suspected of the 
now forbidden and unfashionable practice of 
opium eating, his pockets were examined, and 
the drug found on his person, He declared 
it was a harmless mixture, containing little 
opium—in that case, said the sultan, you can 
eat it without danger! He was compelled 
to swallow it on the spot, and his immediate 
death was the consequence. The ladies will be 
pleased to learn from this work, that Cashmere 
shawls have much diminished in value, having 
fallen from $800 and $1000, to $300. The 
most costly are twelve feet by four wide, and of 
so fine a texture, as to pass through the compass 
of a finger ring. 

The dancing dervishes are of covrse men- 
tioned. Within a large area in the centre of 
the chapel, five dervishes were spinning round 
like tops, while an instrument like a flageolet, 
but blown through the nese, poured forth from 
the gallery a lugubricas air. While performing 
their gyrations their eyes were closed, their 
hands steadfastly fixed, and their gowns opened 
out by their evolutions in the manner of * mak- 
ing cheeses,”’ as practised by our little folks at 
home. In about five minutes, the music and 
spinning ceased, and then commenced a series 
of bows, with the perspiration oozing from 
every pore ; then again began the spinning upon 
the carefully waxed floor. At length they ceas- 





nature yields to the sick is here denied. A man 
employed in burying a plague corpse, was un- 
ceremoniously thrust out of the town before our 
author’s eyes. The howling dervises have dis- 
appeared, being put down by the Janissaries for 
interfering with the acts of the government. 
They were, in all probability, the last remnants 
of the idolatrous priests of Baal, alluded to in 
the scriptures. The reputation of American 
domestic manufactures has penetrated the re- 
gions of the grand seignior ; they are in great 
request, and cheap furniture of all kinds, such 
as are usually shipped to South America, would 





ed, and dropped on their knees, while the at- 
tendants covered them with cloaks to prevent 
their cooling too suddenly. It appears that it is 
no longer dangerous to travel in Turkey, the 
author averring from his own experience, that a 
person may now travel in any part, without peril 
of life or limb. The soldiers are but poorly 
equipped—on one occasion at the garrison, 
when a gun was put into their hands to repeat 
the experiment of snapping off percussién caps, 
it was remarked that, like the militia of a coun- 
try which shall be nameless, they shut their eyes, 


find a ready sale, as well as cut nails—facts' or turned away the head when they pulled the 
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trigger ; this of course will be corrected by dint 
of practice. ‘The honesty of the Turks is most 
unequivocally proved. A party out on a shoot- 
ing excursion, having lust a game-bag, a young 
man walked twenty miles to the American pa- 
lace, and delivered it, with the contents un- 
touched, while no reward was demanded or 
seemingly expected ! 

It seems by this account of ‘Turkey, that all 
travellers have fallen into a great error with re- 
spect to the rigid and jealous seclusion in which 
the Turks are supposed to keep their females. 
They go about and have as much freedom or 
more, than those of other nations, and our pre- 
vious impression, that the males think they have 
no souls, has no foundation whatever. The 
Koran, be it known, expressly declares the con- 
trary, saying, “The reward of these shall be 
paradise, whether he be male or female, we 
shall raise him to a happy life ;” again, chap. 16, 
“Whoso worketh good, whether male or fe- 
male, and is a true believer, they shall enter 
paradise.” When an old mussulman was told, 
that stories to the contrary were printed all over 
Europe, he took tha liberty of indulging in a 
most undignified fit of laughter, sneering most 
contemptuously at our gullibility. ‘The reluc- 
tance of the Turks to converse about women, 
has also been alleged as a proof of their jealou- 
sy, but the whole amount of this is, that they 
consider it an improper topic, and that to intro- 
duce any conversation on this subject, is an un- 
doubted evidence of ill breeding. But we must 
imprison our pen, and retura to this pleasing 
production next week. 

alii 
From the London Literary Gazette. 
Mémoires de Maréchal Ney, Duc d’Elchingen, Prince 
de la Moskowa. Publiés par sa Famille. 8vo. Tomes 


I. et 11. Londres, 1833, E. Bull. 
Memoirs of Marshal Ney, &c. (English Translation), 1d. 


These two volumes contain a memoir of the brave, 
the celebrated, and, in the end, the unfortunate Mar- 
shal Ney, and are tho foundation of a literary and last- 
ing monument raised to his memory by the affections 
of his family. They treat of the events of his brilliant 
career, from his birth at Sarrelowis (afterwards, in re- 
publican days, called Sarrelibre), of humble parents, 
January 10, 1769, to the capitulation of Ulm in 1805. 
Of course they are chiefly filled with details of the 
early battles uf the French revolution, the campaigns 
in Belgium and vq the Rhine, and afterwards on the 
Danube and in Swiverland ; in which Pichegru, Jour- 
dan, Kleber, Bernadove, Brune, Hoche, and others 
who acted so conspicuous a part in this wonderful 
drama, took their first steps to distinction and power. 

Thése accounts, perhaps, have not much to renew 
the dread interest once attached to them, though ab. 
solutely necessary in the life of one who shone so illus- 
triously among the brave warriors who bied and con- 
quered in so many bloody fields. Among the foremost 
uf the band ever was Ney, insomuch that “ the Bravest 
of the Brave” became his title of honour. And, 
throughout his services, it does appear that he was 
equally marked by integrity and all the good qualities 
of a soldier, as by courage and conduct in action. 
Many instances are cited of his repressing pillage and 


brought them to bear upon the enemy. Bold and im- 
petuous when he led his troops to a charge, still he 
evinced the most imperturbable coolness and presence 
of mind. Many persons, dazzled by the splendour of 
his extraordinary courage, have overlooked his other 
qualities as a commander; but they who have served 
under him will relate other things of him more than 
mere bursts of enthusiastic valour, by whiel the com- 
mon soldiers were captivated, and led on to the most 
dangerousassaults. Calm amid showers of grape-shot, 
unmoved by the most terrific discharges of artillery, by 
the balls which dealt death and destruction around 
him, Ney appeared unconseious of the danger,—he 
seemed as if he bore a charmed life. This calm rash- 
ness, which twenty years of peril did not overcome, 
gave to his mind that freedom of thought, that prompti- 
tude of decision and execution, so necessary amid the 
complicated mancuvres of war and battle. This sur- 
prised the officers under bis command still more than 
that courage of acuon in which they all shared. One 
of the latter, a man of tried valour, asked him one 
day if he had ever been afraid ; thus summing up in a 
single word that profound indifference to danger, that 
forgetfuiness uf death, that tension of mind, and that 
mental labour so neeessary to a general-in-chief upon 
the field of battle. *I have never bad time, was the 
marshal’s reply.” 


One of his dashing exploits is thus related :— 

“Ney had seen with indignation the enemy sally 
forth from their ramparts, crown a redoubt erected in 
haste, and brave the efforts of the French soldiers. 
The corps-de-si¢ge was composed of troops partly from 
the army of the Rhine, and partly from that of Sam- 
bre-et-Meuse. Anxious to show the former how to 
fight, he assembled a few dragoons, saw that the 
horses were rough-shod, so that they could not slide 
upon the ice, and begged a few voltigeurs from the 
chef.de-battaillon Molitor. ‘I am going,’ he said ‘ to 
show you a trick, after the manner of Sambre-et- 
Meuse.’ Having put his voltigeurs in motion, they 
attacked the redoubt in front, whilst he got on the 
other side and brought up his dragoons against the 
pass it defended; but the latter hesitated and dared 
not follow him, se that he penetrated alone into the 
redoubt. Surrounded by the enemy, single-handed he 
cat his way through them, recrossed the ditch, and 
escaped under a shower of balls; but he received a 
wound in his arm, the pain of which was increased by 
the motion of his horse. A species of lock-jaw en- 
sued, and he became restless and desponding; at one 
moment under the excitement of burning fever, at the 
next weakened by the sufferings he endured, he refused 
all surgical aid. His friends, uneasy at the strange 
turn his disorder had taken, hit upon an expedient to 
bring him to himself. Having assembled the musicians 
and young girls of the village, with Kléber and the re- 
presentative Merlin at their head, they all went in pro- 
cession to Ney’s quarters, and danced the farandolle 
round his bed. The noise was at first unpleasant to 
him, but by degrees he joined in the hilarity it occa- 
sioned. He then laughed at his gloomy thoughts, and 
gave up his arm to the surgeons; his only uneasiness 
being now about the length of time his cure would 
take—his only anxiety that of knowing how soon he 
should be able to return and face the enemy. Being 
informed that he had been appointed general of bri- 
gade, this promotion was only a source of uneasiness 
tohim. He did not think that be had done enough to 
merit that rank, and wished to leave it to those who, 
as he said, had better claims than his. In vain were 
his scruples laughed at—in vain was he urged to ac- 
cept the promotion; it was impossible to shake his 
resistance or overcome his modesty.” 

Ney was frequently aod severely wounded—a fate 
which gentlemen who storm redoubts by themselves 
are most likely to encounter. On another ovcasion he 





disorder among his troops, and throwing the shield of 
his protection over the inhabitants of districts unhap- 
pily exposed to the calamities of war. 
tis not within our province to attempt a philoso- 
phical analysis of his character, either as a man ora 
military commander; but we may truly say, that for 
natural parts, and the higher qualifications of humani- 
ty, he was not surpassed by many of his compeers. 
And having so said, we will make extracts to illustrate 
these opinions and the style of the work; which, as 
may be supposed, is sufficiently favourable to its sub- 
ject, to ,his friend Bonaparte, and to France and 
renchmen in general. Ney’s personal characer is 
thus delineated :-— 
“Itis well known with what extraordinary energy 
and power he mancwuvred large masses of soldiers, and 


was taken prisoner. 

“ The French hussars had foreed an Austrian column 
to lay down their arms, but were still stopped by a 
line of sharpshooters. Anxious to disperse the \atter, 
aud drive them trom the heights which they ied, 
they employed a fielc-piece to effect this. The Blan- 
kestein hussars, perceiving this fault, hastened to take 
advantage of it, and returned to the charge supported 
by the Coburg dragovns. The troops advanced on both 
sides, fought round the gun, and both parties strug: 
gled for it as the prize to be won. The ground was 
bad, and the numbers of the Austrians very superior; 
but Ney succeeded in throwing their ranks into confu- 
sion, and they gave way. The French were now in 
hopes that they would be unable. to return to the at- 


victory, when fresh squadrons came up to the assist- 
ance of the Austrians. republicans were now 
broken in their turn, and it was in vain for Ney to re. 
sist the torrent which swept his forces along. His 
horse fell, and rolled with him intoa ravine, He was 
covered with bruises and blood; and, to complete his 
disaster, his sword snapped in twain. The enemy sur- 
rounded him, and he had no further hope of escape, 
He resisted, nevertheless; for he perceived the fourth 
about to make a fresh charge, and he was anxious to 
give them: time to come to his assistance. He there- 
fore used the stump of his sword, struck, parried, and 
kept in check the crowd that pressed upon him. Such 
a struggle could not laat long ;—the ground was slip. 
pery, Ney’s fuot slid, he fell to the ground, and the 
Austrians succeeded in seizing him. He was thus 
made prisoner, and conveyed to Giessen. The fame of 
his capture had preceded him thither, and every one 
was eager to behold a man whose deeds seemed fabu- 
lous. The women, more particularly, could not ima- 
gine how he had dared to resist a whole squadron, and, 
for a time, with some appearance of success. As they 
were taking him to head quarters, through a by-street, 
these fair admirers of courage begged that he might 
be led through the public square. ‘ Really,’ said an 
Austrian officer, annoyed at their importunity, ‘one 
would suppose that he was an extraordinary animal,’ 
‘ Extraordinary, indeed!’ replied one of the ladies, 


since it required a whole sqnadrom of dragoons to 


take him.’ This sally put every one in good humour, 
and each yielded to the admiration which Ney’s heroism 
inspired; some among the fair Germans calling to 
mind his valour on one occasion—others the humanity 
and disinterestedness with which he always treated the 
people he conquered. Ney was received at the Aus- 
trian head-quarters in a manner worthy of his high 
reputation. Each condoled with him on his mishap, 
and on the vicissitudes of war. But the conversation 
soon turned on battles and military manwuvres; and 
the prisoner was discussing each general’s share of me- 
rit, when he perceived his horse, with an Austrian 
upon its back. The animal seemed weak, lazy, and 
vbstinate ; in spite of the spur, it would not advance. 
Ney exclaimed against the awkwardness of the rider, 
and was answered by a joke about the worthlessness of 
the animal. An officer jestingly proposed to purchase 
it; and its points and capabilities seemed matter of 
doubt ; Ney approached it. * I will show you,’ said he, 
‘ the value of my horse.’ An opening was immediately 
made; Ney sprang upon the saddle, and taking the 
direction of the French army, soon left in the rear 
those who aecompanied or followed him. The horse 
which had appeared so powerless to the Austrians, car- 
ried him off Jike the wind, and he was near escaping ; 
but the trumpets sounded, and the heavy and light ca- 
valry rode off, and soon stopped up every ixsue. Ney 
then turned back, and with equal celerity reached the 
spot where the Austrian generals stood aghast. * Well, 
gentlemen,’ he said, what think you of the animal 
now? Is he not worthy of his master?” Their scat- 
tered squadrons sufficiently proved the affirmative. A 
little confused at their mistake, they henceforth guard- 
ed their prisoner more carefully, and took care not to 
jest again about his horse.” 

With this characteristic description we conclude; 
only noticing, that through the kind offices of Jo- 
sephine, Ney was united to an excellent wife in 1800, 
when, notwithstanding all his victories and opportuni- 
ties, his fortune was extremely limited; which, among 
other proofs, was a noble one, that in war and peace, 
fine and honourable'traits distinguished his active and 
adventurous life. 


—<— 

Letters of Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, to 
Sir Horace Mann. Edited by Lord Dover. 
2 vols. 12mo. New York, George Dearborn. 
1833. 


We have already characterised these letters as 
eminent for their vivacity, and “ which must be 
read with amusement, as long as liveliness of 
diction and felicity of anecdote are considered 
ingredients of amusement in literature.” Lord 


Dover remarks, that a friend of Mr. Walpole 
has observed, “ his epistolary talents have shown 
our language to be capable of all the grace and 
all the charms of the French of Madame de 
Sevigné,’’ and adds, that the remark is a true 
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LITERARY NOVELTIES. 


Carey, Lea & Blanchard, announce that they have 
in press, Randolph's Letters to a Young Relative, em- 
bracing a series of years, from early boyhood to ma- 
ture manhood. 

The Cigar, embellished with wood-cuts—* The Ci- 
gar (and Every Night Book) are exceedingly clever 
and amusing.”—Blackwood’s Magazine. 

Character, or Jew and Gentile, by Mrs. Lemon 
Grindstone. The History of the Most Unfertnnate 
Man in the World, by Capt. Chamier, R. N., author of 
the Life of a Sailor, &c. 

Announced by Key & Biddle, O’Sullivan’s Guide te 
an Irishman in search of Religion. Miriam or the 
Power of Truth, a Jewish Tale, by the author of Influ- 
ence. The Aristocrat, a novel in 2 vols, by the author 
of Zoe. Conrad Blessington, by a Lady. 

We rejoice to hear that Allan Cunningham has a 
new edition and a new Life of Burns in hand. It will 
not only correct errors concerning compositions attri- 
buted to the poet, but bring forward poems, letters, and 
anecdotes which have not hitherto seen the light. It 
is to be in six monthly volumes, with illustrative vig- 
nettes. 

Stuart’s Commentary on the Hebrews, republished 
under the superintendence of Dr. Henderson. 

Scripture Biography, by Esther Hewlett, author of 
Scripture History, &c. 

An Investigation into the Origin, Religion, Manners, 
Customs, Language, and History of the ancient Inha- 
bitants of Celtic Gaul and the British Islands, including 
Ireland ; intended as an Introduction to the History of 
the British Islands, by Sir W. Betham. 

Landseer’s Illustrated Edition of the Romance of 
History, a new edition, in monthly volumes, each con- 
taining six plates, by Mr. Thomas Landseer, 

Cruikshank v. Witchcraft, and Cruikshank v. the 
New Police. 

Mr. J. Finch, who will be remembered by some of 
our scientific Philadelphians, has published in London 
his Travels in the United States, containing little but 

logical and scientific information. 

The Life of Lord Shaftesbury, written by the late 
Dr. Kippis, at the request of one of the family, is, we 

erceive, to be published in two octavo volumes, edited 
4 a gentleman well acquainted with the character of 

e noble earl, and the period in which he lived. 

The Library of Entertaining Knowledge; British 
Museum; Elgin Marbles, Vol. I. London. An ex- 
position of the way in which Lord Elgin acquired 
these treasures of ancient art, and a topographical and 
higtorical account of Attica and Athens, is followed by 
descriptions of many of the designs which now adorn 
the British Museum. 

Mr. J. S. Smith, F. R. S., and member of other 
learned societies in London and on the Continent, fa- 
vourably known in the literary world by several pre- 
vious works, has just published a translation of a 
singularly curious and interesting volume on Solar 
Worship, from the pen of M. Hammer, entitled Mithri- 
aca ou Ie Culte de Mithra, (Genius of the Sun, or An- 
“gel of Light, according to the doctrine of Zoroaster.) 

It is related of Dr. South, that he once heard a cler- 
gyman preach one of his own published discourses, 
and after the service asked him how long it had taken 
him to compose it. A week, was the reply. It cost 
me three, rejoined the doctor. 


to 


List of New Books published in London to the 
latest dates. 


Travels in the United States of America and Canada, 
by J. Finch, 8vo-—The Germany and Agricola of 
acitus, with an English Version and Notes, by D. 
Spillan, 12mo.—Select Orations of Cicero, from the 
Text of Orelius, with English Notes, by the Rev, M 
M'Kay, 8vo.—A Journey to Switzerland, and Pedestri- 
an Tours in that Country, by L. Agassiz, 8vo.—Disor- 
ders of the Brain and Nervous System, by Dr. Uwins, 
8vo.—Report of Proceedings on a Voyage to the 
Northern Parts of China in the ship Lord Amherst, 
extracted from papers printed by order of the House of 
Comme ns, 8vo.—Popular Religious Works abrid 
Vol. I. Dr. Horneck’s Great Law of Consideration 
24mo.—Biographia Borealis, or Lives of Distinguished 
Northerns, by Hartley Coleridge, 6vo.— Poems, by 
Hartley a Vol. I. 8v0.—The Ontcast of Na- 
and other Poems, by H. A. D’Alton, 12mo.—Ro- 
et Cruikshank’s Humorous Engravings on the Un- 
known T es, &c. 12mo.—The Description of a 


, 
, 


‘}which have taken such hold upon the fancy of 


Phenomena of the Thunder Storm, by John Murray, 
F.8. A. 8vo, 


—_ 


Rew American Pubdlications. 


The Letters of Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, to 
Sir Horace Mann, British Envoy at the Court of Tus- 
cany, now firs: published from the originals in 

sion of the Earl of Waldgrave, edited by Lord Dover, 
2 vols, 12mo. 

The Repealers, a novel, by the Countess of Bless- 
ington. This work will disappoint almost every one. 
It may do very well in Great Britain to introduce Irish 
politics and scenes in novels, but notwithstanding the 
roputation of Lady Blessington, we doubt whether 
many people will wade through these pages. 

The Subaltern in America, saaptlitets tbe Narrative 
of the Campaign at Baltimore, Washington, &c. &c. 
during the late War, in one vol. 12mo, From old 
Black wood's again. 


The fifth and last volume of the History of Spain 


and Portugal, being vol. 23, of Lardner's Cabinet Cy- 
clopedia. . 


he Bible Class and Family Expositor, or a Fami- 
liar Guide to the study of the New Testament, being 
a condensed su.nmary of the most valuable Commen- 
taries. Compiled chiefly from a work of the Rev. 
George Holden, A. M., by Thomas C. Brownell, D. D., 
Bishop of the Diocess of Connecticut. 

Dramatic Scenes of Real Life, by Lady Morgan. 
he Lady Morganish, being her ladyship repro- 

uced, 

The Token and Atlantic Souvenir for 1834, Notso 
good as formerly. 


American Annals of Education.—In the last number 
of this valuable journal, the editor, Mr. Woodbridge, 
infurms his readers that he finds it necessary to ale. 
quish the direction of the work, unless a greater interest 
in his labours shall be shown by the public than here. 
tofore. He has been conducting the work for several 
years without any pecuniary benefit, and rather at a 
loss; and the sacrifice is so serious, that if the demand 
continues as limited as it has thus far been, he thinks 
it his duty to devote himself to other objects. 

—_—— 


The fidelity of Lieut. Coke’s observations, in 
his Tour through Canada, has been strongly 
corroborated by a letter from a friend who had 
read the London edition. He travelled by the 
same route, stopped at the same hotels and inns 
generally, and bears the most unqualified testi- 
mony to the truth of his statements. 


The Subaltern writes with more apparent 
honesty and singleness of purpose than any of 
the British tourists with whom we have been 
inflicted.—Mr. Stuart, of course, is not to be 
named among writers de hoc genus. Many of 
his scenes are even graphically described. 


The ensuing number of the Library will con- 
tain a wood cut, representing the “ Old Man of 
the Mountain,” copied from one of Lieut. Coke’s 
numerous illustrations of his tour. 


The following notice of the Subaltern’s Fur- 
lough, taken froin the Richmond Enquirer, does 
the work no more than justice :— 


“In Mr. Coke’s volume, we have impartial 
and accurate description—a description not of 
dinners and the mere ceremonies of society, 


Col. Hamilton, nor of the vulgarities of Mrs. 
Trollope, nor the eternal and disgusting little 
personal concerns which make up the whole of 
Mr. Fidler’s wretched publication—but of the 
country, its cities, improvements, public and 
private, and of the general manners and charac- 
ter of the people. Lieutenant Coke has done 
to this country very ample justice, and we again 
recommend to the public notice a work, which 
may be read both with pleasure and instruction. 
The description of his travels through the Bri- 





New Lightning Conductor, and Observations on the 


New Brunswick, is unusually full of interest ; 
and we do not hesitate to say it has given us a 
better idea of that part visited by Lieut. Coke, 
than any other we have ever met with.” 
The Pennsylvania inquirer says truly :— 

‘* Lieutenant Coke’s work on this country, 
although written in evident haste, is noticed 
more favourably than any production on the 
same subject that has appeared from the British 
press for years. Its unpretending title, “ A 
Subaltern’s Furlough,”’ and its modest character 
throughout, argue well for the merits of its au- 
thor, who is certainly superior in many respects 
to most of his countrymen who have visited this 
country.” 

—_— 


We have a treat for our novel readers for next 
week. A story of uncommon merit, founded 
on fact, is in hand, and will be commenced in 
the ensuing number. 


—_— 


Without entering into the political character 
of the times, we may be permitted to copy the 
following from the National Gazette, as truly a 
merited eulogium on a gentleman of uncommon 
attainments. 


“We are glad to see the name of Mr. Wm. 
M. Merepiru on the Independent democratic 
ticket, for the Select Council. That gentleman 
is not only a sound lawyer, but particularly 
versed in public economy. He is the author of 
the article on the Poor Laws, in the American 
Quarterly Review. His very intelligent and 
comprehensive survey of his subject has been 
widely noticed and much commended, and will 
produce salutary effects throughoyt the United 
States.” 

—>— 


Champollion’s Letters.—Messrs. Didot of Paris have 
announced a work, entitled “ Letters from Egypt and 
Nubia,” by the younger Champollion, whose recent 
death was so much lamented by the friends of science. 
We learn from the French papers that this work con- 
tains a complete descr.ption of Egypt; that the mys- 
teries of all its monuments are explained with that 
clearness and sagacity which led the author to the dis. 
covery of the true key to the hieroglyphic py 
and that these letters will in future be regarded as an 
indispensable guide to every traveller in that interest- 
ing country. A notice of the history of Egypt, pre- 
pared by M. Champollion at Alexandria for the Vice- 
roy, and a note addressed to that sovereign respecting 
the preservation of the monuments of Egypt, close a 
volume which is described as equally interesting to the 
general and scientific reader. 

Commodore Porter.—A letter recently reccived from 
an American gentleman at Constantinople, speaks in 
high terms of the courtesy and kindness of our Charge 
@ Affaires towards our countrymen who visit Constan. 
tinople. His habits and style of living are remarkably 
plain and unostentatious, and it will interest some of our 
readers to learn that public service is held intercha 
ably, on the Sabbath, at his house, and at Mr. Goodell’s, 

At the anniversary of the Albany Horticultural Socie- 
ty, on the 14th ult., among the decorations of the table 
was a pyramid of dahlias, from six to eight feet in 
height, and upwards of three feet in circumference at 
the base, comprising 250 varieties of the double dahlia 
and other flowers, and furming altogether a most 
splendid combination, very imposing and beautiful in 
appearance. 


—_ 

We can no longer take unpaid letters frow 
the post office—the tax has become too heavy, 
except where remittances are enclosed. Those 
writing for missing Nos. will please attend to 
this. Their non-arrival is not caused by any 





tish provinces of the Canadas, Nova Scotia, 


inattention on our part. 
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